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the Collector of Rovenue should authoritatively enforce the most;
reasonable otter, whether it be of the vendor or of the purchaser
of the surrendered rights. It should also be optional with the
tenant to give up a portion of his holding to enable him to
enfranchise the remainder.

The ryot who buys out the Zemindar's right is entitled to the
absolute proprietorship of his holdings., while he who sells his
subordinate right is converted into a tenant at will. The
success of the Putneedar tenures, the avidity with which the
Zemindars buy out 'copyholds* in Bengal, and the results
of the enfranchisement of clogging sub-tenures in other parts of
the world fill us with hopes as to the advantages which the country
would derive from a land system based on simpler principles than
those called ' iirst principles*. Landlords who are absolute proprie-
tors of their lands will never be so short-sighted as to deny their
tenants the benefit of a long lease; neither will they be jealous of
investing such tenants with useful rights, when they can no longer
pretend to aspire to a dangerous position of rivalry. We should also
render the subordinate proprietors in every respect independent of
the superior landlords; no obligation or engagement entered into
by the superior landlord should impose a co-ordinate liability on
inferior proprietors, unless the latter are willing parties to the
contract.

As we propose to save land from conflicting rights, no good can
result from any measure which, while it emancipates subordinate
proprietors, fails to conserve the rights and privileges of the supe-
rior. If it was a mistaken policy to distrust the landlord as an ally,
it was a serious error to drive him to the ranks of the enemies of
order and to keep him in a state of chronic hostility to the domestic
policy of Government, Having acknowledged the landlord
as our foe it was natural to regard the ryots as persecuted inno-
cents; but with all our meddling zeal in their behalf we have
only succeeded in inspiring them with an ambition which may
conquer by brute force, but will not emulate the victories of
intelligence.

It cannot be denied that we were guilty of a wholesale destruc-
tion of subordinate rights when we permanently settled the richest
province of our Indian Empire, but yet it was hardly necessary to
avenge the cause of the injured by persecuting those who had only
reaped the advantages of the injuries without themselves causing
them. It would have become a powerful government, to have
watched the consequences of its conduct without betraying any